
	  

The 103 Rubric 
 

103 Rubric based on QEP Learning Outcomes 
GE 103 Learning 

outcomes 
Writing 
Feature 

Masterful 5 Skilled 4 Able 3 Developing 2 Novice 1 

Students (80%) will 
demonstrate 
competence in the 
use of research 
methods, finding 
sources, and 
evaluating and 
integrating 
information into a 
paper with 
appropriate 
documentation. 

Organization 
and 
development 
of analysis 
(macro level) 
Development 
of deductive 
or inductive 
analysis 

Essay 
demonstrates 
the ability to 
integrate 
research in a 
way that 
strengthens 
analysis and 
develops 
perspective in 
unique ways. 

Essay is able to 
integrate most 
research 
sources in a 
competent 
manner. The 
analysis and 
perspective 
does not always 
present new or 
unique 
information. 

Essay 
demonstrates 
that research is 
not integrated 
into the writer’s 
own analysis 
and perspective  

Essay is not 
able to separate 
writer’s own 
analysis from 
information and 
viewpoints.  It 
does not build 
an analysis or 
perspective. 

Essay does 
not 
demonstrate 
why the 
research is 
significant to 
the argument 
being 
presented. 

Students (80%) will 
demonstrate the 
ability to write 
succinct and 
grammatically 
correct sentences 
and coherent 
paragraphs. 

Organization 
and 
coherence—
micro level. 
(paragraph 
and sentence 
level) 

Essay is 
organized in 
paragraphs that 
demonstrate a 
clear idea and is 
supported by 
sentence 
development in 
a sequential 
manner 

Some 
paragraphs are 
effective, while 
others could be 
developed and 
integrated more 
effectively. 

Paragraphs are 
not rhetorically 
developed and 
intrinsic to the 
analysis. 

Most 
paragraphs 
need to develop 
and expand on 
central focus of 
essay. 

Paragraphs 
and 
sentences are 
not organized 
around topic 
sentences 
and ideas. 

Students (80%) will 
demonstrate critical 
thinking ability 
through written 
communication. 

Analysis and 
Argument 

Essay develops 
a clear analysis 
and/or argument 
about the 
subject. 

Essay has some 
strong analysis, 
but not all 
information is 
analyzed in an 
effective 
manner 

Essay analytical 
purpose is not 
developed in a 
coherent way 
throughout the 
essay. 

Analysis and 
argumentation is 
not 
demonstrated in 
the information 
presented by 
the essay. 

Analysis and 
argumentation 
is not the 
rhetorical 
purpose of the 
essay. 

Students (80%) will 
demonstrate the 
ability to 
differentiate among 
fact and opinion, 
and inferences 
when reading and 
using sources for 
papers. 

Critical 
Analysis of 
Sources 
(Analyzing 
rhetorical 
nature of  
claims and 
evidence.) 

Essay evaluates 
sources in the 
context of 
rhetorical claims 
and fallacies in a 
way that is 
integral to 
analysis 

Essay is 
effective in 
analyzing the 
claims and 
viewpoints of 
sources most of 
the time. 

Essay may 
accept some 
claims as facts 
without due 
consideration of 
rhetorical 
strategies 

Essay does not 
analyze the 
rhetorical basis 
of sources and 
does not 
differentiate 
between kinds 
of evidence. 

Essay does 
not 
differentiate 
between 
sources and 
their rhetorical 
effectiveness. 



Students (80%) will 
demonstrate the 
ability to recognize 
common writing 
errors (e.g., comma 
splices, subject-
verb agreement) 
and identify parts of 
speech.	  

Editing and 
Revision on 
the Sentence 
Level. Syntax 
and 
Sentence 
Structure 

 

Essay 
demonstrates 
little of no 
punctuation 
errors as the 
result of drafting 
and revising 
process 

Essay 
demonstrates 
sentence level 
revision for the 
most part, but 
may have a few 
minor problems 
with syntax and 
punctuation  

Essay 
demonstrates a 
few trademark 
errors on the 
syntax and 
sentence level 
which do not 
interfere with 
readability. 

Essay does not 
demonstrate 
proficiency in 
complex 
sentence 
structures and 
syntax. 

Essay 
demonstrates 
multiple levels 
of errors in 
syntax and 
sentence 
structure and 
does not 
demonstrate 
evidence of 
editing. 

Students (80%) will 
explain what 
plagiarism is and 
remedy issues 
associated with 
plagiarism. 

In-text 
Citations and 
Works Cited 
according to 
MLA style. 

Essay 
demonstrates 
complete and 
detailed 
citations, 
including in-text 
citations. 

Essay 
demonstrates 
attention to 
citation and 
attribution, but 
may have a few 
minor problems 
with citations of 
a complex 
nature. 

Essay 
demonstrates 
attention to 
citation, but is 
not precise in its 
documentation.. 

Essay 
demonstrates 
some problems 
with incomplete 
or missing 
citations. 

Essay 
demonstrates 
some 
examples of 
plagiarism  or 
academic 
dishonesty. 

 

  


