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The Technicalities of Argument Essays 
 

When we think of the word “argument,” the first thing that pops into our head is debate. 
Although that conclusion is form fitting to an argument essay, it doesn’t describe what the essay 
consists of. An argument essay is defined as a refutation of the opposition, sometimes giving in 
or conceding certain points.  
 
Quick  Guidelines for an Argument: 

 Introduction: Set up the argument and state the thesis. 
 Provide your audience with background knowledge or context. Often this appears in 

the first body paragraph(s). 
 Statement of the case: Explain the purpose of this argument 
 Proposition: You need supporting details or claim in stating your position in the paper 
 Refutation: evidence to object or argue your opposing side 
 Concession: Having some form of acknowledgment of the opposing side  
 Development of the argument: your position must be convincing and having detailed 

evidence to support your position 
 Conclusion: closing argument 

 
Checklist: 

 
 Know your audience. Knowing your audience helps you anticipate the argument 

opposed to you. This will help the audience better understand the shape of your 
argument because they will require solid evidence or persuasive examples to 
influence their opinions. 
 

 When developing an argument paper you must first pick a topic. Picking a topic 
can be tricky; you want to have a subject that has both an equal level of pros and 
cons. For example, writing about abortions or the legal age of drinking may not be 
ideal topics. No topic is necessarily wrong, but it is important to know your topic well 
in order to explain your opposing side. You should also keep in mind that personal 
opinions are just that – they are not necessarily as persuasive as facts or statistics.  
 

 You must conduct research. Researching is a primary key in any paper. Gathering 
as much information about your topic is important, especially in an argument. You 
want the reader to be able to know what side of the argument your own based on the 
information in your paper. Statistics, scenarios, studies, etc. are all different 
strategies to research as well. 
 



 
 

 
Handout Prepared by QEP Writing Studio Tutor Jenee Phillips  –  2013 

 
Ask a QEP Writing Studio Tutor about this topic for more information! 

Stop by and see us in 143 Johnson Hall! We offer 30 minute appointments and walk-in hours to GE 102 and GE 103  
students Monday – Friday: 9:00-4:00. Or contact us at QEPWritingStudio@mail.ecsu.edu or (252) 335-4326.  

We look forward to working with you!  

 Pick a position.  After researching your topic, you should then begin figuring which 
position of the argument you will be discussing in your paper. The tricky part about 
an argument is that you must discuss both your side and the opposing side. 
Your position should always outweigh the opposing, which goes back to having 
enough research on your topic. Consider the following when including the opposing 
point of view:  

 
1) State the opposing point of view  
2) Explain why this point of view is inferior, and use sources to support this. 

 


