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Ask a QEP Writing Studio Tutor about this topic for more information! 

Stop by and see us in 143 Johnson Hall! We offer 30 minute appointments and walk-in hours to GE 102 and GE 103  
students Monday – Friday: 9:00-4:00. Or contact us at QEPWritingStudio@mail.ecsu.edu or (252) 335-4326.  

We look forward to working with you!  

Writing Introductions 

A good introduction should identify your topic, provide essential context, and indicate your particular focus in the 
essay. Most introductions also offer a brief description of the text’s content, often in the form of a thesis statement.  

If writing for a nonacademic audience or genre (such as a newspaper, website, magazine, or blog) then your 
introduction may need to entice the reader by sharing experiences, anecdotes or using other “attention getting” 
devices. 

An introduction should also: 

 Engage the reader’s interest 
 Establish the context of the essay in its entirety 
 Address and answer all questions proposed if possible 
 Explore a specific aspect of the subject 

 
Get to the Point 

 Generally, you want to raise your topic in the very first sentences.  
 For most essays, introductions can be effectively written in one paragraph. However, you should note that 

the size of your introduction should have some relationship to the length and complexity of your essay.  
 

You don’t have to write your introduction first. 

 It is fine to write your introduction later in the writing process when you have developed your body 
paragraphs and can create a generalization in your introductory statements. This is also a good tip if you 
have having trouble writing your thesis sentence. 

Here are some DO’s and DON’T’s of introductions: 

 DO - Find a startling statistic that illustrates the seriousness of the problem you will address 
 DO – Quote from an expert 
 DO - Mention a common misperception that your thesis can argue 
 Do - Give background information necessary for understanding the topic 
 Do - Use a brief narrative or anecdote that exemplifies your reason for choosing the topic 

 In personal reflection; draw on your own experiences 
 In a research essay, the narrative may illustrate a common real world scenario 
 In technical writing, define a term that may be unfamiliar to the your audience but necessary for 

understanding the essay 
 DON’T provide dictionary definitions, especially of words your audience already knows 
 DON’T repeat the assignment’s specifications using the professor’s wording 
 DON’T give details and in depth explanations that really belong in your body paragraphs 


