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n CANDIDATE FOR NAA PRESIDENT  
 
JAMES WALDO CHERRY, II ‘96 
 
Greetings, Vikings!  
 
I am soliciting your vote to be the next president of the ECSU National Alumni  
Association (NAA).  I have served in various NAA capacities including president,  
Dr. Herman G. Cooke Chapter; vice president, Washington, DC Metro Chapter;  
and member and chairman of the Board of Directors. 
 
I’ve had the opportunity to see the university through various lenses over the years  

as a student leader (SGA President/Board of Trustees) and as a member of multiple search committees that made 
recommendations for various cabinet-level positions at ECSU. 
 
Being active in the NAA, I’ve had an opportunity to see our alumni respond positively to adversity and success.  
In order to continue on a pathway to growth and sustainability, my goals for the NAA would include the following: 
 
•  Encourage all alumni to give of their time, treasure  
    and talents to further the mission of the NAA and the university. 
•  Build cohesion among our younger and more seasoned alumni  
    and find innovative ways to progress while maintaining our legacy. 
•  Continue to fortify the relationship between the university  
    and the NAA to ensure accountability and transparency. 
 
In the end, to achieve success, we must work together to be great at the basics: student recruitment, fundraising, and 
growing membership. If I am elected, I look forward to working with you. 
 
 

n CANDIDATE FOR FIRST VICE PRESIDENT  
 
DR. SANDRA SINGLETON NEWSOME ‘70 
 
As the current first vice president of the ECSU National Alumni Association, Incorporated,  
I am seeking a second term in this office in order to continue my mission of support for ECSU.  
 
Upon graduating from ECSU in 1970, I taught in the District of Columbia Public School 
system. After teaching for two years, I continued my education, receiving a Master of 
Education in Reading from Bowie State University and a Doctor of Education in Educational 
Administration from Pensacola Christian College. With a strong educational background,  
I acquired many noteworthy career opportunities - namely, teacher, reading specialist, school 

improvement resource teacher, assistant principal, principal, and college professor. I am published in Clute Professional 
Journal of Teaching and Learning.  Recently, I was inducted into the Delta Kappa Gamma (DKG) Society International for 
the submission of photographs from my travels in the Caribbean Islands and Europe.   
 
I am a lifetime member of ECSU NAA and an active member of the William T. Bowser, Sr. Alumni Chapter.  In 2017,  
I raised over $20,400 to support student recruitment and scholarships. Resultantly, I was named Ms. ECSU Alumni for 
2017-2018. In May 2021, I was recognized as Woman of the Year of the American Business Women Association, Oxon Hill 
Charter Chapter. I donated financial gifts received from chapter members to ECSU Foundation Class of 1970 Endowment. 
   
With your support of my candidacy for reelection as 2nd vice president, I pledge to remain a strong advocate for ECSU  
in fulfillment of my philosophy, “When given a task, big or small, do it well or not at all. 
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n CANDIDATE FOR SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
 
MICHAEL N. JOHNSON ‘96 
 
Greetings, Mighty Vikings!  
 
I am asking for your support in my bid for reelection as second vice president of the ECSU 
National Alumni Association, Inc. I bring to the position a unique combination of passion  
for our alma mater and experience as the current NAA second vice president and current 
president and former vice-president of the Raleigh-Durham-Wake Chapter. 
 
As president of the Raleigh-Durham-Wake Chapter, I have worked with the southern  

regional director to host four successful regional conferences in Raleigh, NC.  In 2017, I delivered a workshop at the NAA 
Convention, entitled “In Vogue: Authentic Ways to Increase Alumni Membership.” In this session, I outlined strategies  
to engage inactive and young alumni. I have also worked in the trenches by recruiting students at local high schools and 
college fairs and awarding scholarships as part of the Raleigh-Durham-Wake Chapter’s Elaine W. Perry Scholarship Gala 
fundraising initiative. 
 
It would be an honor to continue my service in this critical role as we help ECSU students prepare for success in an ever-
changing, technologically advanced world. I hope that I can count on your vote. 
  
 
 

n CANDIDATE FOR SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
 
DELORES LOCKE MCCLAIN ‘70 
 
Greetings! I am Delores Locke McClain. In 1970, I earned the Bachelor of Science degree  
in Mathematics and Science from Elizabeth City State University (ECSU), followed by a Master 
of Education degree in Administration and Supervision from the University of the District of 
Columbia.  
 
Over the past 50 years, I have served the ECSU community as the president, vice president, 
treasurer, and assistant treasurer of the successful William T. Bowser, Sr. Alumni Chapter. In 
2017-2018, I raised and donated $30,000, the largest contribution in the history of the Mr./ 

Ms. Alumni Contest, to earn the privilege of serving as one of the university’s key ambassadors. In 2020, I established the 
STEM-focused Roman and Alberta Locke Endowed Scholarship in honor of my parents with a donation of $20,000 to the 
ECSU Foundation.  
 
For the past several years, I have organized and financially supported tours of ECSU for countless numbers of students 
from the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia. One of my major purposes in life is to give back and help others. 
Hence, I will continue to plan strategically and implement opportunities designed to change in a positive way the lives  
of students and their communities.   
 
I am a lifelong learner and innovator with tremendous vision, which I believe will be beneficial to achieving the mission 
and goals of the ECSU NAA. I would appreciate your vote.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

4

  PLATFORM STATEMENTS 
 

CANDIDATES FOR NATIONAL OFFICES



5

  PLATFORM STATEMENTS 
 

                                CANDIDATES FOR NATIONAL OFFICES

n CANDIDATE FOR RECORDING SECRETARY  
 
MELVIN NORMAN ‘77 
 
Viking Pride! Viking Pride! Viking Pride! 
 
I would like to solicit your support in my run for reelection to the Office of Recording 
Secretary of the ECSU National Alumni Association. I am currently serving in this position  
and would be delighted to continue providing assistance wherever I am needed. You can 
assure that I will follow the NAA Constitution in the performance of my duties. 
 
With pride, I am a life member of the ECSU NAA, past director of the Eastern Region,  

and past board member, having served two terms. Currently, I serve as membership chair of the Washington County 
Alumni Chapter (NC).   
 
Your vote for me will certainly be appreciated as we continue to support our alma mater. 
 
 
 

n CANDIDATE FOR CORRESPONDING SECRETARY  
 
KATHERINE W. FELTON ‘71 
 
I am honored to have been nominated for the position of corresponding secretary for  
the ECSU National Alumni Association. My educational achievements include being a  
1971 graduate of ECSU with a Bachelor of Science in Sociology and a Master of Education  
in Counseling and Personnel Services with a minor in English from Trenton State College  
in New Jersey.  
 
With 38 years of dedicated service, I retired from the City of Elizabeth City as director  
of human resources after establishing the city’s first Department of Personnel/Human 

Resources in 1981. Other specifics which qualify me for the position of corresponding secretary include my 12 years  
of current and prior experience as secretary of the Roanoke Missionary Baptist Association, which is comprised  
of 73 Baptist churches in Elizabeth City and the surrounding areas. My extensive background as an English teacher  
at Perquimans County Union School is also vitally important, as proficiency in English grammar is a mandated skill  
for this position. 
 
My current service to the ECSU NAA also includes my time as treasurer of the Elizabeth City Area Alumni Chapter,  
a position I have held for the past 10 years. I also serve as co-chair of the ECSU Viking Booster Auxiliary, a group 
organized to support ECSU student-athletes.  
 
If elected to the position as ECSU NAA corresponding secretary, I promise to serve in that capacity to the best  
of my ability as ECSU is and has always been engraved upon my heart. For quality service and untiring commitment, 
please cast your vote for me!  
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n CANDIDATE FOR CORRESPONDING SECRETARY  
 
COURTNAY M. JORDAN ‘05 
 
Fellow Vikings, 
 
I am pleased to accept the nomination for corresponding secretary of the Elizabeth  
City State University National Alumni Association, Incorporated.  As a 2005 ECSU graduate 
with a bachelor’s degree in mathematics and a minor in biology, I am pleased to give back  
to my alma mater in ways that will help our students achieve a successful future. 
 
After graduating from ECSU, I earned a master’s degree in educational management from 

Strayer University. Currently, I am a senior financial officer at the State Employees’ Credit Union (SECU) in Gatesville, NC.   
I have had the privilege of holding multiple positions in the community, including treasurer of Rosa B. Riddick Alumni 
Chapter and treasurer of Black Jellybean Youth Foundation. In addition, I serve on the School Improvement Team of 
Gates County Schools, and I volunteer as a coach at our local community center. I am also a proud member of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. 
 
If I am elected, I pledge to serve with unwavering diligence and persistence to accomplish the mission, vision, and goals 
of the NAA. Thank you in advance for your vote of confidence in my ability to make a difference. 
 
Kind Regards and Viking Pride!
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n CANDIDATE FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
BARBAINA HOUSTON-BLACK ‘80 

 
Elizabeth City State University is going through transition. The ECSU National Alumni 
Association must embark on a strategic plan to help steady the Viking ship. This means our 
organization must be inclusive of all alumni and new ideas.   
 
Reaching the masses will ensure that we remain financially stable, have the ability to recruit 
students with great GPAs and provide scholarships. It means we must evaluate what we have 
done in the past and implement new techniques for the future, such as taking advantage  
of social media and teleconferencing. 

    
I believe I can assist us in chartering safer waters because of the various experiences I have acquired during my more  
than 30 years of service to the university and the ECSU NAA, including life membership since 1993; president of the 
Raleigh-Durham Chapter; ECSU NAA parliamentarian; chair of ECSU NAA 5-year strategic plan; search committee 
member to select Chancellor Mickey Burnim; ECSU NAA second vice president; ECSU NAA board of directors (twice 
elected); chair, Student Recruitment Committee; first vice president and chair of the 2009 revision of the ECSU NAA 
Constitution; first vice president, Elizabeth City Area Chapter; NAA chaplain; and NAA first vice president in 2016-2018.  
 
As you can see, I am committed to the university and to the ECSU NAA. I would love the opportunity to continue to serve 
as a member of the board.  Thank you for your vote. 
 
 

n CANDIDATE FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 
DR. EDWARD NEWSOME, JR. ‘73 
 
As a proud graduate of Elizabeth City State University, I am a lifetime member of the ECSU 
National Alumni Association and the current president of the William T. Bowser, Sr. Alumni 
Chapter.  For many years, I have consistently supported my alma mater financially. In addition, 
I have enthusiastically engaged in ECSU student recruitment and fundraising efforts. 
  
Most of all, I have served as a role model for what one can achieve with an ECSU degree.   
I have provided services to children and adults as an administrator, leader, teacher, and 
special educator. Specifically, I have moved through the ranks to serve as superintendent, 

assistant superintendent, chief educational administrator, director of school performance, principal (elementary, middle, 
and high school), and ombudsman.  
 
At the university level, I have coordinated graduate programs and instructed students at the undergraduate, graduate  
and doctorate levels in educational leadership at Bowie State University (MD); Trinity University in Washington, DC;  
and Sojourner Douglas College and Morgan State University in Baltimore, Maryland. I am the CEO/president of Flight  
to Excellence Educational Consultants, LLC and the author and publisher of the transformational book, entitled Flight  
to Excellence: Guaranteeing Success for All Students in the 21st Century (2015).  
 
As a global traveler, I always represent my beloved Elizabeth City State University with Viking Pride! With your vote,  
I will continue to serve with excellence, integrity, transparency, and accountability. 
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n CANDIDATE FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
TERESA TURNAGE-OLIVER ‘84  
 
Viking Pride!  
 
My name is Teresa Turnage-Oliver ’84 and I am asking for your vote in order to join  
the Board of Directors for the National Alumni Association for our beloved Elizabeth City 
State University. I am currently the vice president of the DC Metro Chapter.  
 
Elizabeth City State University is a premier public institution and a leading partner for 
economic, social and environmental progress. As I review the strategic plan, it would be  

a great honor to represent the graduates of ECSU as we support our students, faculty and staff as we develop the 
innovators, entrepreneurs, pioneers, and creators of tomorrow. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 

n CANDIDATE FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
KEITH O. RICHARDSON ‘03 
 
Fellow Vikings, I am pleased to accept the nomination for membership on the Elizabeth City 
State University National Alumni Association (ECSU NAA) Board of Directors. I am currently 
serving my second term as the ECSU NAA corresponding secretary and look forward to 
continuing my service in a leadership role.  
 
As a life member of the association and an active member of the Raleigh-Durham-Wake 
Alumni Chapter, I always stand ready to serve my alma mater. Had it not been for the 
outstanding education I received at ECSU, I would not be where I am today serving as the 

proud principal of Knightdale High School in Wake County, North Carolina. 
  
If I am elected, I will serve with the same commitment and excellence as I have in the past. My purpose is to serve in any 
way possible to help our students achieve a successful future and to build upon a university that makes our alumni proud.  
As always, thank you for your consideration and your vote. 
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n CANDIDATE FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
SHALON HAWKINS SHARPE ‘99 
 
Greetings, Vikings! I am a 1999 graduate of Elizabeth City State University, where I earned  
a Bachelor of Arts degree in English.  I am a life member of the National Alumni Association 
and an active member on the social media and homecoming committees. I am the current 
president of the Greater Charlotte Alumni Chapter, and previously served as secretary  
of the chapter.  
  
In 2016, I was 5th runner up for the NAA Ms. Alumni Contest and served as an attendant 
during the coronation. I was also instrumental in planning and hosting the 49th National 

Alumni Association Convention in Charlotte, NC. As the president of the chapter, I oversee our annual satin bomber 
jacket fundraiser, community service activities, and recruitment activities for local Vikings in the Greater Charlotte area. 
 
Currently, I am a senior instructional designer with Duke Energy, where I manage and develop training curricula and 
programs for Duke Energy line workers. I am a certified PROSCI change practitioner and a certified instructor in ELI Civil 
Treatment Training Series. Moreover, I am a member of the National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Inc., Queen City 
Metropolitan Chapter (NCBW-QCMC), where I sit on the Board of Directors and serve as chair of the membership 
committee. With great pride, I also serve as a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. 
  
Because ECSU has provided the foundation on which I have built my career, home, and community, it is an honor to be 
nominated for the NAA Board of Directors.  If elected, I will be steadfast in my efforts to make a positive impact on the 
lives of ECSU students. Vote for me! It will be my pleasure to serve. 
 
 
 

n CANDIDATE FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 
BARBARA BARNES SUTTON ‘74 
 
Greetings! During the past three years, it has been my pleasure to serve as a member  
of the NAA Board of Directors. I have worked relentlessly with my fellow board members  
to maintain an efficient and effective association with a continued focus on fundraising 
initiatives, student recruitment, and membership, all in support of our great university.  
Even though we have faced several critical challenges during the past few years, we have 
forged ahead strategically to fund our priorities with a high level of success. 
 
In our continuous efforts to succeed, I have used my 45 years of experience as a development 

and alumni relations professional to assist the NAA in raising thousands of dollars in private funds; to increase alumni 
participation; and to promote alumni involvement through improved communications. Of course, there is still a lot to be 
done. And, if you think it would be beneficial to our alma mater, I would be delighted to continue my service for a second 
term as one of your key ambassadors. 
 
As a life member of the ECSU NAA, an active member of the Elizabeth City Area Alumni Chapter, and a current member 
of the NAA Board of Directors, I stand ready to serve.  
 
In the true spirit of Viking Pride, I thank you in advance for your vote! 
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