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Fall Semester 2013 

 
Course:  EDUC 160 Praxis I Reading 
Credit Hours: 2 Credits  
Professor:  Zenobia W. Smallwood, Ed.D 
Class: Wednesday: 1:00 – 2:50  
Office: 249 WJGC 
Office Hours: Monday (by appointment) 

  Tuesday & Thursday (2:00 – 4:45) 
                        Wednesday (3:00 – 4:45) 
                  
Phone: 252-335-3630   
Email: zwsmallwood@mail.ecsu.edu  
 
 
Required Text(s) and Materials:  
TEXT: Langan, John. Ten Steps to Advanced Reading Second Edition, Townsend  

Press 
 

PLATO Online Learning Assessment Program http://ple.platoweb.com 
Account Login: ECSU1 
Plato Name:  Student ID# 
Password:   VIKING 
 
Northstar Online Learning Assessment Program (TBA) 
 
Course Description:   
Pre-professional Studies I is designed to meet the needs of those students wishing to become 
teacher education candidates who require additional support as they prepare to enter the 
profession. Students will have the opportunity to participate in reading, activities. Upon 
completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate comprehension of the types of test questions in reading by 
scoring at least 80% on a proctored test. 

2. Demonstrate the ability to use test-taking strategies for testing by scoring 
80% or higher on an assessment. 

 
Prerequisite:  
Praxis I Pre-test completed and/or recommendation of advisor. 

http://ple.platoweb.com/
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Learning Outcomes 
 
Students will demonstrate competency in reading by scoring at least 80% on a 

final examination. 
 
Specific Competencies:  

1. Focus on Reading 
A. Understand the content of reading selections 
B. Identify main ideas, supporting details, author’s purpose, inferences drawn 

from the passage, relationship of the passage to its intended audience, 
and supporting details in the passage by pointing them out 

C. Use only information given or implied in a passage 
2. Focus on General Strategies 

A. Review General Education requirements for prospective teaching majors 
B. Explore and analyze each exam area 

 
 
Course Grading Components:   

• Requirements Students must complete the Plato Pre-test. Satisfactory 
performance is required for reading. Plato will design an individualized module to 
strengthen the students’ performance in reading.  Students must score at least 
80% to demonstrate mastery on the final examination. 

• Students must also complete a minimum of 10 hours per week of the 
individualized Plato Modules. 

• Northstar Modules and hours will be assigned(TBA)  
 

• Grading Scale : 
o Combined test 40% 
o Class Participation 20% 
o Master Plato Prescriptions 30% 
o Master Northstar Prescriptions 10% 

 
General Classroom Policies: 

• Attendance Policy:  All students are expected to adhere to the university 
attendance policy. Two absences are permitted. See ECSU attendance policy in 
the catalog.          

 
• Drop Policy:  Students will adhere to Elizabeth City State University drop policy. 

 
• Missed Assignments / Make-up Work: Students will be given the opportunity to 

make-up work for documented excused absentees. Late work will be assessed a 
penalty of 10 points per day after the due date. 
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Policy on Academic Honesty:   
As members of the academic community, students are expected to recognize and 
uphold standards of intellectual and academic integrity.  The examples and definitions 
given below are intended to clarify the standards by which academic honesty and 
academically honorable conduct are to be judged.  The list includes but is not limited to: 
 

• PLAGIARISM.  Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as one’s own.  It 
includes paraphrasing or summarizing the works of another person without 
acknowledgement, including submitting another student’s work as one’s own. 

 
• CHEATING. This involves giving or receiving unauthorized assistance before, 

during or after an examination. 
 

• UNAUTHORIZED COLLABORATION.  Submission for academic credit for a 
work, product or a part thereof, represented as being one’s own effort that has 
been developed in substantial collaboration with or without assistance from 
another person or source is a violation. 

 
• FALSIFICATION.  It is a violation to misrepresent material or fabricate 

information in an academic exercise or assignment. 
 

• MULTIPLE SUBMISSIONS.  It is a violation of academic honesty to submit 
substantial portions of the same work for credit more than once without the 
explicit consent of the instructor(s) to whom the material is submitted for 
additional credit.  In cases where there is a natural development of research or 
knowledge in a sequence of courses, use of prior work may be desirable or even 
required. 

 
System Requirements   

Hardware Specifications 
Computer with: 

 1 GHz processor or higher 
 1 GB RAM or higher  
 Hard Drive with 10 GB free space 
 Storage Drives: 1.44 floppy drive, CD-RW, or USB drive 
 Sound card with speakers  
 Minimum 56K Dial-up Modem (high speed internet access is recommended) 
 At least 15 inch monitor 
 Printer 

Software Specifications  

 Microsoft Windows 2000, XP, or Vista operating system 
 Internet Explorer 6.0 or higher recommended 
 Microsoft Office XP or later (including Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint)  
 Virus detection software  
 Current version of Quick Time media player (free download from internet) 
 Current version of Adobe Acrobat Reader (free download from internet) 
 Current version of Macromedia Flash (free download from internet) 
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Accommodation Statement:  
ECSU is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity 
legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the 
passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same 
opportunities enjoyed by all citizens. 
 
The university is required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students 
with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student 
responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and 
in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.   
 
Any student in the class who has a disability that may prevent full demonstration of 
ability should contact the instructor personally before the end of the first week of classes 
so that a discussion can be held regarding accommodations necessary to ensure full 
participation and facilitate individual educational opportunities. 
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