JOB SAFETYANALYSIS
OPERATING A GAS POWERED HEDGE TRIMMER
TASK

HAZARDS

1. Careful observation of surroundings

Flying objects; toxic fumes.

2. Wear proper PPE.

3. Transporting hedge trimmer.

Clothing, jewelry, long hair could get caught in
cutting blades.
Slipping on uneven ground, debris falling on
shoes.
Foreign objects in eyes.
Damage to hearing.
Burns, cuts, equipment damage.

4. Fueling

Burns, fire, damage to equipment.

5. Before starting trimmer.

Injury, fire, damage to equipment.

6. Starting trimmer.

Injury, fire, damage to equipment.
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CONTROLS
No bystanders should be in the area when
trimmer is in use.
Clothing should be sturdy and snug. Wrap long
hair in net.
Wear steel toed shoes with non-slip soles.
Wear safety eyewear.
Wear hearing protection.
Never transport with engine on.
Always fit scabbards over blades even for short
distances.
Carry unit by front handle, with hot muffler
away from the body and blades behind you.
Always secure trimmer I vehicle so it will not
overturn causing fuel leakage or damage to
equipment.
NEVER fuel with trimmer on.
DO NOT smoke or bring any fire close to
trimmer.
Unscrew filler gas cap slowly to release any
pressure build-up in tank.
Fuel in an outdoor well ventilated area.
Wipe off any spilled fuel and check for leakage;
careful not to spill fuel on clothing but if fuel
does get on clothing, change immediately.
Vibrations during use may cause fuel cap to
loosen or come off. In order to reduce this,
tighten fuel cap as tightly as possible.
Check for fuel leakage when refueling and
during operation. If leakage is found, do not
start or run trimmer until repaired.
Check operation of blade lock. Always engage
lock before starting.
Stop switch must move easily.
Check that spark plug boot is secure as a loose
boot may cause arching and ignite fumes.
Smooth action of throttle trigger and throttle
trigger interlock.
Keep handles clean and dry (free from oil and
dirt) for safe control.
Cutting blades must be secure and in safe
operating condition (clean, move freely, not
warped). Properly sharpen and lubricate.
Start trimmer at least 9-10 feet from fueling
spot (outdoors).

7. Operating trimmer.

Toxic fumes, burns, fire or injury.

Place trimmer on firm ground and maintain
good balance and stable footing. Start trimmer
by pulling cord straight back from hedge
trimmer in one smooth motion. When you pull
the starter grip, don’t wrap the starter rope
around your hand.
NEVER DROP START TRIMMER.
The cutting blades must not run when engine is
idling when throttle trigger is released.
Never run engine indoors or in poorly ventilated
areas.
To prevent serious injury or death due to toxic
fumes, always ensure proper ventilation when
working in trenches or other confined locations.
Be especially alert when wearing hearing
protection as your ability to hear warnings
(shouts or alarms are restricted).
In the event of an impending danger or
emergency, switch off the engine immediately
by moving the stop switch to stop.
Always hold trimmer with both hands wrapping
fingers firmly around front and rear handles.
Always make sure you have safe footing,
keeping the cutting blades away from the body.
Do not operate trimmer in starting throttle
position as the engine speed cannot be
controlled.
Hold and operate trimmer so that you do not
breathe in toxic fumes.
Watch for hidden rocks or other large debris,
being careful not to get dirt and grit in cutting
blades.
If cutting blades jam, turn off hedge trimmer to
un-jam.
NEVER work on a ladder or other unstable
support.
Do not operate above shoulder height.
NEVER operate with one hand.
Use easy, short movements, avoid twisting and
bending.
When finished, turn off trimmer and follow
guidelines for transporting.

Required Training: Read (equipment) safety precautions. PPE
Required Personal Protective Safety eyewear or face shield, hearing protection, safety gloves, steel toed shoes, long pants,
Equipment (PPE): fluorescent safety vest.
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The development of Job Safety Analyses is a very effective means of helping reduce incidents, accidents, and injuries in the
workplace. It is an excellent tool to use for training purposes and can also be used to investigate “near misses” and
accidents.
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