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JOB SAFETYANALYSIS 

 

 
  
  

 OPERATING A TABLE SAW 
 

TASK HAZARDS CONTROLS 
1. Inspect blade and guard. Loose or poorly adjusted guards create cutting 

hazards. 
Unplug cord prior to inspection. 
Adjust and inspect guards. 
Make sure you are using the correct blade and 
that it is properly seated. 
Keep the blade sharp. 
Replace or sharpen anti-kickback devices. 

2. Position feeder out of the way for 
blade and fence adjustments. 

Injury from blade while not in operation. 
Possible accidental starting. 

Be aware of the switch and blade at all times. 

3. Adjust fence. Pinching/cutting fingers from fence adjustment. Don’t lift the fence during adjustment. 
Keep fingers out of moving parts. 

4. Verify blade-to-fence distance with a 
measuring tape. 

Cut hand. Keep fingers away from the blade. 

5. Adjust height and angle of blade. Cut hand. Keep fingers away from the blade. 

6. Examine wood to be cut. Projectiles from rotating blade. Look for knots and nails before you begin. 

7. Start the saw. Projectiles from rotating blade. Verify there is no wood or other debris around 
blade. 
Start the blade before it meets the wood. 

 Entanglement. Avoid long sleeves, dangling jewelry or any 
other loose fitting clothing while operating the 
saw. 

 Stock kickback. Verify that the fence is parallel to the blade. 
Verify that the feeder has enough downward 
force to stop kickback. Don’t watch the blade 
from the side of the saw. 
Adjust the height of the blade just slightly 
higher than the stock being cut. 
Use a push stick to cut wood that is 150 cm or 
less in width. 

  

  

  

  

  

Required Training: 1. Operator should be provided with a safety orientation conducted by an experienced employee. 
2. Read the owner’s manual carefully. 

Required Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE): 

Safety glasses, hearing protection, face shield, steel toed shoes. 
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For more information about this JSA, contact the Office of Environmental Health & Safety at ECSU (252) 335-3549. 
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Email:  rmfreeman@mail.ecsu.edu  
 
The development of Job Safety Analyses is a very effective means of helping reduce incidents, accidents, and injuries in the 
workplace. It is an excellent tool to use for training purposes and can also be used to investigate “near misses” and 
accidents. 
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